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NATF MILESTONES

2000
NATF was created, as a French 1901 
Law association.

2007
NATF became a public, 
administrative establishment.

2013
NATF and its Fellows benefit from 
protection of the President 
of the French Republic.

An academy
of the 21st century
Created at the beginning of the 21st century, the National Academy of Technologies of France (NATF) is also 
heir to the age of Enlightenment. Its motto «Sharing reasoned, chosen progress» calls for technological develop-
ment at the service of mankind, the environment and sustainable growth.

> IDENTITY
Technological innovations are at the heart 
of most of the major challenges facing 
society: providing access to training and 
employment for as many as possible, 
building a health and care system that 
can meet the needs of a growing popu-
lation, achieving a successful energy tran-
sition and adapting to climate change... 
On all of these issues, NATF formulates 
proposals and recommendations to 
public authorities and socio-economic 
actors.

Thanks to the diversity of expertise of its 
members, the Academy provides an 
original perspective on issues related to 
technologies and their interaction with 
society. It acts independently and places 
the societal and ethical dimensions of 
technologies at the heart of its delibera-
tions in the area of:

• better health and nutrition for French 
people;

• the fight against unemployment - 
especially among young people - 
through adaptation of the educational 
system, education and initial and 
lifelong technological training for 
future jobs;

• the energy transition to fight climate 
change;

• the digital transformation of all 
sectors of activity;

• support for the development of 
technological skills of SMEs and their 
growth into mid-cap companies;

• mobility and transport of tomorrow;

• biotechnology and its economic 
potential;

• development assistance to the least 
developed countries;

• regional economic development and 
job creation through technology.

> VALUES

PROGRESS
The Academy is committed to promoting 
technological progress in the public inte-
rest. It advocates this approach to 
progress at Government level and other 
decision-making bodies in France as 
well as within European and interna-
tional think tanks: in Europe, notably via 
Euro-CASE and its new SAPEA scientific 
advisory programme at the European 
Commission, and internationally within 
the framework of CAETS; in Asia, the 
United States and Africa.

IMPARTIALITY
Before publication, the documents 
produced by the Academy are vali-
dated by the plenary assembly after 
having gone through a quality assurance 
process that guarantees their quality and 
impartiality. The publications do mention 
those points where the state of current 
knowledge does not allow providing 
solid and unambiguous answers or 
where controversy exists. Members of 
the National Academy of Technologies 
of France are elected by their peers on 
the basis of scientific and technical 
excellence, according to rigorous recruit-
ment procedures.

OPENING
The Academy contributes to the handling 
of technological issues, in particular 
through the involvement of its members 
in or for the benefit of think tanks 
and decision-making bodies (National 
Research Strategy, Commission on 
Innovation 2030, Opecst, ANR, etc.). 
The Academy involves external persona-
lities in its reflections. The relevance of its 
analyses is also based on a good 
knowledge of best practices around the 
world. Its integration into European and 
international academic networks allows 
it to benchmark its activities.
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> STRATEGY
Five strategic objectives determine the 
Academy’s action towards 2025.

1  Reinforce its relations with 
the economic world, in particular 
by setting up a senate composed 
of business leaders; strengthen its 
advisory role to the Government 
and the administration (green papers, 
prospective studies) and its coopera-
tion with bodies having a similar 
vocation, with other academies 
or with the university and research 
system.

2  Intensify its dialogue with those involved 
in education and training, in particular 
by participating in the governance of 
educational and research institutions 
and national associations.

3  Develop its cooperation in Europe 
and internationally while seeking 
project financing.

4  Develop its ecosystem of external 
experts within its clusters and project 
groups.

5  Increase the number of funded 
projects in order to diversify resources.

> DIFFUSION
The National Academy of Technologies of France disseminates its recommendations 
through Position Papers and publications as well as through public debates  
and events. Its recommendations may respond to requests from the State and lead 
to written advice. Position Papers and other publications can be downloaded from 
the Academy’s website.

ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

The Academy fully integrates in its reflec-
tions the impact of technologies on the 
economy and on employment - in parti-
cular digital technologies: robotics, big 
data, artificial intelligence.

It takes position regarding projects on 
skills, qualifications and lifelong learning 
aimed at the formulation of public poli-
cies in these areas. In its prospective 
activities it takes into account the needs 
of companies and professional organi-
sations in terms of skills and qualifica-
tions, gets involved in regional and 
Euro-regional initiatives in the territories, 
organises competitions and awards 
labels to books or training programmes.

INNOVATION AND INDUSTRY

The industry of the future is a key 
issue for competitiveness in France. The 
development of new technologies in 
numerous industrial sectors can be a 
great driver for sustainable growth and 
employment in France.

The Academy interacts with many actors 
in research and innovation to foster 
French technologies. It participates in 
the Ministry of Industry’s prospective 
study on «Key Technologies» and is 
active in the “Industry of the Future 
Alliance”.

It holds an annual convention at which it 
awards its Grand Prizes rewarding inno-
vative companies (PME’s and startups) 
in specific industrial sectors.

It is a partner in the awarding of prizes 
that promote the place of men and 
women in research and diffusion of 
technology.

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE

Successfully achieving the energy transi-
tion means first and foremost meeting the 
commitments of the Paris Agreement to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions; it 
also means reducing the ecological 
impact to improve the quality of life of its 
citizens and future generations.
Technologies are more than ever crucial 
to fight global warming and preserve 
biodiversity. The Academy recommends 
that the country’s assets, in particular its 
already largely carbon-free and low-
cost electricity via hydropower and 
nuclear power, be enhanced, while 
more effectively supporting research on 
the renewable energies of the future.

Download Position Papers 
and publications
on Academy’s website.
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ASSEMBLY

The Assembly is the Academy’s political 
and decision-making body. Formal 
Academic Advice Notes and Reports are 
adopted in Plenary Sessions, as are the 
Academy’s general orientation and action 
programme. The Assembly comprises all 
titular and emeritus Fellows.

THE ACADEMIC EXECUTIVE BUREAU

The Bureau is the Academy’s executive 
body. It comprises the President, the 
Vice-President, the Delegate General 
and the Past President. The Chairman of 
the Academic Work Committee attends 
statutorily, ex officio.

THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL

The Council is the Academy’s advisory 
body preparatory to all proposals 
submitted for approval by vote to the 
Plenary Sessions. It comprises the 4 
members of the Bureau, 5 statutory 
members and 7 elected members.

11 STANDING COMMITTEES

The committees analyse, in their Working 
Groups, the major technological chal-
lenges of our times. Systemic studies are 
privileged, alongside with assessments 
of risk/opportunity and social accepta-
bility. Each draft Report is vetted from an 
ethical point of view. Current Standing 
Committees are:

• Biotechnologies

• Education, Training, Employment and 
Territories

• Energy and Climate Change

• Environment

• Ethics, Society and Technology

• Mobility and Transportation

• Research, Technologies, Innovation, 
Employment

• Technologies and Health

• Technologies and Development in 
Least Advanced Countries

• Information and Communications 
Technologies

• Urbanism and Housing.3 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE FOR RECRUITMENT
This committee (statutorily chaired by 
the Vice-President) preselects and, after 
rigorous screening, proposes candidates 
for election.

COMMITTEE FOR ACADEMIC WORKS
This committee guides works in the 
Standing Committees, notably assessing 
compliance with the Charter of Expertise 
of the Academy.

COMMITTEE FOR THE QUALITY 
ASSESSMENT OF ACADEMIC STUDIES
This committee assesses and guarantees 
the quality and impartiality of academic 
publications.

5 DELEGATIONS

support and implement the decisions taken 
by the Academic Council.

• Academic Promotion in the Territories

• Communication

• Key Education and Training skills

• Publications

• International Affairs

• Regional Affairs.

INTER-COMMITTEE PROJECT GROUPS

These groups address questions deemed 
of national interest, where technologies 
play a major role, notably: Engineering 
and major projects; Innovation, Economic 
Growth and Employment; New Urban 
Operators; Soft Power; Technology and 
Innovative Territories.

• Meetings & debates with keynote 
guest speakers from economic, 
political or industrial world

• Thematic academic sessions

• The NATF Annual Prospective 
Seminar.

ACADEMIC LIFE

• Meetings & debates with keynote 
guest speakers from economic, 
political or industrial world

• Organization of thematic academic 
sessions

• The NATF Annual Prospective 
Seminar.

A collegial,
transdisciplinary
organisation
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Partners
> FRANCE

ACADEMIES

• National Academy of Agriculture

• The National Air and Space Academy

• National Academy of Medicine

• National Academy of Pharmacy

• Academy of science

•  Academy of Moral and Political 
Sciences

ELECTED BODIES

• Association of the Regions of France

•  French Parliamentary Office 
of Assessment of Scientific 
and Technological Policy Options

INDUSTRY, EDUCATION & RESEARCH

• Alliance for future industries

•  ANR - National Agency for Research 
Funding

•  ANRT - National Association 
for Research and Technology

•  Campus for professions 
and qualifications

•  CEA - The French Alternative Energies 
and Atomic Energy Commission

• CNI - National Council for Industry

• Cluster Paris-Saclay

•  COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTERS : 
I-Trans, Novalog, Capenergies, 
Systematic, Ter@Tec

•   IESF - Learned Society for Engineers 
and Scientists

• National centre for scientific research

•  The Institute for Advanced Studies 
of Science and Technology

• Universcience

PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

•  DGRI - Directorate General 
for Research and Innovation

• France Stratégie

• The Carnot Institutes

•  Ministry of Ecological Transition  
and Solidarity

• Ministry of Education

•  Ministry of Higher Education, Research 
and Innovation

•  Ministry of the Economy and Finance

>  EUROPE 
& INTERNATIONAL

•  ACATECH - The German Academy 
of Engineering

•  CAE - The Chinese Academy 
of Engineering

•  CAETS - The International Counci 
of Academies of Engineering 
and Technological Sciences

•  EIT - European Institute of Innovation 
and Technologies

•  EURO-CASE - European Council  
of Applied Sciences Technology 
and Engineering

•  GID - Interacademic Group 
for Development

•  INAE - Indian National Academy 
of Engineering

•  NAE - National Academy 
of Engineering (USA)

•  RAE - Royal Academy of Engineering 
(UK)

•  SATW - Swiss Academy 
of Engineering Sciences

The Foundation 
of the Academy
It raises public awareness of technological development issues through three 
main modes of intervention: support for technological events, scientific and 
technological programmes in the media, and technology education and training.

FOUNDATION OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF TECHNOLOGIES OF FRANCE
Hôtel Le Marois
9-11, avenue Franklin D. Roosevelt
75008 PARIS
Tel: 00 (33) 1 53 76 76 07 32
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 
TECHNOLOGIES OF FRANCE

Grand Palais des Champs-Élysées - Porte C
Avenue Franklin D. Roosevelt - F75008 Paris
Phone: 00 (33) 1 53 85 44 44
Metro stations:  Champs-Élysées Clemenceau,
Franklin D. Roosevelt

www.academie-technologies.fr/en/
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